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HE Writer of this fmall artlefs 
Difcourfe, thinks ic no more than 

an act of Juftice to himfelf, to fay, ic, 
now fo much out of Seafon, and after 
Jong Delay, makes its publick Appear- 
ance through the repeated Importunity 
of the Hearers, and is now fubmitted to 
the publick Eye, .with his .earneft With 
and Prayer, that it may ferve the Purpofe 
‘defigned, “by exciting the young Men to 
whom it was firft delivered, in their com- 
mendable Exercifes, and ftir up others 
to the like Exercifes ; and ‘be alfo an 
Occafion of moving fome more able Pen 
‘to fpread this martial Fire phrough our 
-happy:Land, 
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The Art of War, 
: Lawful and Neceflary. : 


Gawesis XIV. tq. “> 


And when Abram heard that his Brotherswas 
_ taken captive, he armed his trained Servants, 
‘born'in bis*own Houfe, three Hundred and 
veighteen, and purfued them unto Dan. 

"gy \HESE Words teach us, the wife forefight 
d of holy Abram, in training his fervants 
to the ufe of arms, in a time of pro- 

‘found quiet, when all was peace and ferene ; 

left he and all his, fhould fall an eafy prey to 

the ambition or avarice of his enterprizing 
neighbours. Here alfo we perceive the alert- 
nefs of Abram, when he heard that his brother 
was taken captive, he immediately arms his 
fervants and takes the field with his little band ; 

im 
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in which his pious benevolence to his oppreffed 
Kinfman fhines ; he does not delay or hefitate, 
but is alive and in ation ; he not only arms 
his fervants, but pufhes forward to Dan. The 
courage and faith of Abram is not lefs con- 
{picuaus, in this enterprize, when-we recolleé, 
) : our context, that the army, which capti- > 
i vated.his kinfman,was now flufhed with uninter- 
A rupted. fuccefs, in wafting the neighbour coun- 
tries, vanquifhing five kings in the vale of Sid- 
‘ dim ; this army was not only numerous, but 
ufed-to battle and conqueft: In this view, 
Abram’s courage and faith equals almoft any 
| thing on facred record, in purfuing fuch an 
army, with his thrce-hundred and eighteen raw 
foldiers, however well difciplined ; but moved 
with faith and a defire to defend the rights of 
hunvan nature, he purfues them to Dan.. 
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— Stillour context, furnifhes us with a notable 

a firoke of Abram’s condué, in which he fhews 

. his kill and prudence, as a general, in dividing 

| ene that. they might appear the more 

ormidable, -and in attacking them by night, 

which added furprize and} concealed the {mall- 

nefs of his numbers; and God.crowned. this 

_ attempt with fuccefs, fo that he {mote and pur- 

. fued, this powerful army, and recovered. the 
) fpoil and captives out of their. hands. 


“ “Yet again, Abram is more illtftrious in the 
other part of his conduét, who now being fur- 
nifhed 
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nithed with rich fpoils, and revered for his glo- 
rious and furprizing victory over thefe powerful 
kings, had now an opportunity to fet himfelf 
up fora king, and enflave his fellow-men: in 
that part of the world; like Nimrod, who, 
being a mighty hunter, takes the occafion from 
his {kill and fuccefs in killing beafts, to fet up 
for aking: But we behold Abram fhining in 
his juftice, generofity and mercy to the king 
of Sodom, in reftoring to him both fpoil and 
captives ; and his humility fhines .alfo in re+ 
tiring into private life, thereby manifefting his 
defign, in’ training his fervants, to be a defence 
of human fights, and not a {cheme’ to aggran- 
dize or enrich himfelf. In thefe parts of his 
condué& Abram far excels Alexander, whofe 
glory rofe from his art and fuccefs in depriving’ 
men.of their natural rights: But the glory of 
the Patriarch Abram, as a victorious general, 
was his defending and reftoring thofe rights to 
his fellow-men and brethren. | ae 
* From this bright and ftriking example of the 
illuftrious Abram, who. is the father and pat- 
tern of believers, we fee it is lawful and ne- 
ceflary for Chriftians to be trained in the ufe 

of arms. | GR Peis 


1. It appears from the, pious and excellent 
example of this holy Patriarch Abram, as father 
and pattern of all believers, to the end of the 
world, that it is lawful for Chriftians, as his 
= children, 


—— : 
éhildreh,sto'learn the art of war and ufe of 
arms, for their defence, when the cafe requires 
it, as did Abram. Here notice, this ufe of 
arms is only lawful from Abram’s example; 
when, like Abram; it ferves the defence of 
human-rights, or deftroys fixch who are un- 
worthy ‘to live, by reafon of their condua 
towards God or man; but is not lawful for the 
purpofes of avarice and ambition, by which 
human rights are fwallowed ups .This did 
pot Abram. 00! it i bag esvit 


. 2: The {mile of Providence on this condu& 
of Abram, in purfuing and. fmiti thefe four 
Kings, with. bea of trained. fervants, 
gives reafon to believe, that this expedition was 
of God, as itis recorded in another cafe,, ‘* for 
“* there fell:\down many flain,. becaufe, the war 
* was of God.”.-1 Chron. v.22... 


- 3. The l4wfulnefs for Chriftians to learn and 
improve the art of war, may be fairly collected 
from. thie anfwer.of John, :the forerunner of 
Chrift, whojcame’ to, prepare the way. for the 
gofpel kingdom :;When “the foldiers likewife 
“ demanded:of him, faying, and what fhall we 
“do? And he faid unto them, do violence to 
“no man, neither accufe any falfely, and be 
“content with your wages.” Luke iii, 14. 


In this anfwer, the gofpel Elias, who came 
fo-prepare. the way ef the Lord, and make 
his 
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his paths ftraight, does not give the. leatt inti- 
mation that the calling of foldiers was unlawful, 
or that the gofpel kingdom, now at. hand, 
would render fuch an employment ufelefs, or 
finful ; although fuch an intimation feems to’ 
be unavoidable (in faithfully anfwering the 
queftion propofed) ifthe art of war, and em- 
ployment of. foldiers under the gofpel were 
unlawful and finful. Here the argument is nor 
to be fufpeéted, on the fuggeftion, that John 
might cither want courage or faithfulnefs ‘in 
this anfwer: The known character of John, «as - 
refembling or being the gofpel Elias, im his’ 
faithfyl and bold reproofs, refutes this fug- 
geftion ;-and this “was *manifelt, not only in 
his reproving cruel Herod, but in pointing out | 
to the foldiers the reigning vices, which feem 
to be entailed on franding armies, viz. violence, 
Sale accufation, and difcontent with wages ; 
the demonftration of which we have fadly ex- 
petienced in this Land. Hence, from John’s 
anfwer, we may conclude the art of war OF 
bufinefs of foldiers is lawful for Chriftians. * 


4. The lawfulnefs of acquiring art in war, 
by a chriftian people, may be ftri@ly proved 
from the nature and reafon of things. For if 
it be in the nature and reafon of things lawful 
for Chriftians to enjoy their lives, liberties and 
property, it muft be lawful, in the fame nature 
and reafon of things, to ufe the means neceflary 
£o defend and preferve thefg enjoyments ; far 

to 


to fuppofe a right to life, liberty and property, 
and no right to the means neceflary for the 
defence and prefervation of the fame, is one of 
the greatcit abfurdities in nature. Therefore, 
in the preceeding view of this point, we may - 
furely conclude, it is lawful for Chriftians to 
learn and ufe the art of war, for their own 
defence and fafety, and the defence and fafery 
of others, as the cafe fhall require. 


The fecond thing before us was, to point out 
the neceflity for Chriftians, or a chriftian peo- 
ple, to be trained in the ufe of arms. 


1. This neceflity may be fairly pointed out, 
by confidering the common fhare Chriftians 
have with others in human rights and privileges. 
It being a part of a reafonable creature, and 
neceflarily belongs to his charaéter as fuch, to 
preferve his life, liberty and property, by all 
lawful means ; then all the proper and lawful 
means for this end, are neceflary, for all who 
fhare in thefe common rights of human nature ; 
for nothing is more difagreeable to common 
fenfe, then to fuppofe a right to any thing, as 
belonging to human nature, or men in general, 
and yet to fuppofe it unneceflary to ufe the 
proper means to preferve this right. Hence it 
appears needful for Chriftians to ufe the art of 
war as a part of their natural, and fo neceflary 
defence ; feeing they lofe none of their natural 
rights by becoming Chriftians, Now, if any 

. fhould 
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fhould allow, that it belongs to.men, as men, 
to ufe all the proper and lawful means to pre-_ 
ferve their om rights, and as fuch they may. 
ufe the art of war ; but allow not the neceflity 

| or propriety for Chriftians to ufe this means, of 
falf prefervation ; this is in effect to deny that. 
the common rights of men are allowed and 
neceflary for Chriftians; one of the moft. 

_ ftrange pofitions ever devifed by mortals. ‘ 


2. The neceffity for a chriftian people to 
learn the art of war rifes into view, when it is 
confidered as the only fure check on defigning 
and ambitious rulers, who are fo often attempt- 

__ ing to enflaye and opprefs thofe for whofe good 
they are advanced to power and authority, and 
only can be awed by the evidence that the peo- 
ple are ufed to the art of war, and therefore 
have it in their power to right themfelves, when 
the cafe requires it. In this light, the ufe of 
arms, kept up and underftood among a chriftian 
people is neceflary and vaftly important, as a re- 
ftraint or check on afpiring and wicked rulers : 
For the beft civil conftitution in the world will 
not reftrain fuch rulers, whilft they have nothing 
tofear from the power of the people : And what 
power is there in) the people for fuch to fear, 
without. fkill in war? Truly none. In this 
view, the art of war, for a chriftian people, to. 
preferve their own natural, civil and religious 
rights, is moft neceflary and important; without 
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whith they may not reafonably expe& to enjoy, 
of tranfmit to pofterity, their common tights, 
as a free people; freedom cannot long continue 
where the authority of the people is loft. 
All ations and paft ages bear witnefs to this 
truth by fad experience. Thus, if we turn our 
eyes to thofe countries where tyranny reigns, 
we fhall fee the power of the people lof, and 
the {kill in arms confined to a few mercenaries, 
~ as. tools to their. princes; and.by this method 
lordly power difpofes all things according to 
the will of the prince; which may kind heaven 
forbid ever being our lamentable cafe! 


_ 3+ This neceflity, for a chriftian people being 
‘traihed in the ufe of arms, is aifo pointed out 
by the certainty that carth and hell are com- 
bined to perfecute the people of God. See the 
Apoftle’s declaring this matter, “ But as then he 
“that was born after the flefh’ perfecuted him 
“that was born after thefpirit, even fo it is 
“now.” Gal. iv. 29.“ And when the dragon 
“ faw that he was caft unto the earth, he per- 
“ fecuted the woman which brought forth the 
*man-child.” Rev. xii’ 13. - This rage and 
combination of earth and hell’ againft God's 
true people renders the art of war'neceflary for 
true Chriftians, as a means to preferve them- 
felves from the perfecuting fury of evil men, 
moved with the rage of the old. dragon. 
Tt is a moft apparent truth, thatin all cafes, the 
eer : means 
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eans_,of,, prefervation ‘ought lin wifdom an 
weer Bass a to the real aig 
a people are ir in. Hence, the more anc ftronger 
are their enemies, the greater is the neceflity 
pea og aa tor ~ “see ine the art 
Se patty be 2ict 3 “4 one : 
‘idle Riine: Bie alas es seb peo- 
eo learn ae of Patenrpt) Wek fight, 
we only reco a at.without it, a people 

are in fuch a a.defencelels ftate, that, their wealth 

does. but. expofe, them, by.,engouraging an 
tempting their ambitious or covetous neighbours 
ey e he aprey; which has often becn 
. ; fie fto. Ppreyent this, and other cvils, 
Sf Ter, A ram trained his fervants to the: ufe 
of arms. And befides, the experience of all na- 
tions in times. of war, fully difcovers, that neither 
numbers nor courage, without order and art, are 

fufficient to protect a nation or. people. 


®: This ‘thas ‘been’ remarkably verified jin the 
empire of Ruffia ; where they neither; wanted 
courage nor numbers, bue-art.in war; there~ 
fore were eafily. vanquifhed by a handfyl of 
well-difciplined Swedes, until they acquired art 
in war, by which they recovered themfelves, 
and are now cftecmed and revered by their 
neighbours, and perhaps.as good foldiets as any 
in the world, having of late done fuch ;things 
in arms, againtt the Turks,.as will make|them 
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famous im ages to come. In this light, the 
neceflity of learning the art of war, for our 
own defence, ftrongly urges itfelf upon us. 


-§. The fixth command of the decalogue, 
“Thou fhalt not kill,” lays this neceflity pow- 
erfully upon the people of God. For, if they 
may not be guilty of fhedding their own blood, 
or the blood of others, they muft ufe all proper 
means to preferve their own lives, and the lives 
of others, or elfe be acceffory to their own 
deftruétion : Now then let Chriftians fee and 
- feel the neceffity of acquiring the art of -war, 
in obedience to God’s command, and out of 
-yegard to their natural, civil and religious rights, 
and for felf-prefervation, and for the preferva- 
tion of their deareft friends and moft important 
enjoyments, on earth or in heaven; that in 
doing this they may have confciences void of 
offence toward God and man. 


6. The enemies of God's church in the 
world, that furround his people, acquiring the 
ufe of arms, render it neceflary for the people 
of God to be trained in like fkill. Thus we 
hear holy king David lamenting over Saul and 
his fons, who fell by the archers on the moun- 
tains of Gilboa, and, “‘ He bade them teach 
“ the children of Judah the ufe of the bow.” 
Now then, in imitation of king David, we may 
fay, let the children of New-England learn the 
ufe of the firelock, left-their brave commanders 
fall by the art of her encmics, on her pleafant 

mouritains, 
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' “rhouritains, in fome future day; when, like 
David, too late to fave our brave leaders, we 
bade teach the ufe of fire-arms, and art of war. 


- Finally, it appears as neceffary for a chriftian 
people to know and -ufe the art of war, for 
their fecurity, as it is to know and ufe the art 
of hufbandry for their fupport in life > And it 
is as reafonable to expect, in ordinary cafes, 
our proyifion without labour, as our protection 
without the-art of war, or ‘kill in arms. Be- 
caufe God is able to defend his people, without 
art in war, fhall we be carelefs, and take no 
pains to learn the. ill of defence ? We might 
as well argue, becaufe Gad is able to provide for 
his people without work, and fometimes has 
doneit, asin the wildernefs ; therefore we may be 
idle and commit ourfelves to Providence: Such 
reafoning is unworthy of men, or Chriftians. 
In this fhort view of the neceffity fora religious 
people to learn and improve the arts of war, 
for their proteétion ; and the importance of this 
art increafing as a people increafe in wealth and 
riches, in fine fields, and fair buildings, is un- 
deniable. Otherwife, the increafe or growth 
of a people will be but the ftronger temptation, 
and richer prey, for fome afpiring or covetous 
Nimrod, {killed in the art of war. And it is 
Jikely to be our cafe in this land, at no great 
diftance of time, if we do not, like Abram, train : 
our houfeholds for war, ina time of profound 
Peace and quiet. 


Now 
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_ Now. we may-clofe this dticaee: by a few 
3 _obferyations. : 


't. It is to be obferyed, although it be moft 
“ale, lawful for a chriftian people to learn 
and ule the art. of war, yet it is only fo with 
regard to lawful war, which is forthedefenceand 
Tecovery of human rights, oras an act of bene- 
volence,.to human creatures, and.in obedience 
to. the immediate command of God, inexecuting 
his jut vengeance on the wicked. ‘The art of 
it as now ufed, to rob and enflave nations, 
nd deprive t them of their liberty and property, 
in ve to ag as others, is a mott vile and 
~ or art, and ought 
onfi re at this day, in that light, as 4 


to be con 
Soteasedamace and. {courge on the world. 


2. Let it be obferved, that the art of war is 
not the lefs lawful of necefMary for the people 
-of God, becaufe others abufe it to deprive their 
fellow-creatures of their natural tights ;_ but 
the e more lawful and neceflary for them, that 
they. may be the more able to refift fuch abufe 
of human art, maintain or recover their own 
‘rights ; ;.for othewife they would be, without a 
‘conftant miracle, inftantly devoured by thofe 
enemics,of human freedom, that dwell around 
them, . And.1 hope we have none, or at leaft 
but a very few,. who would expect fuch a mi- 
raculous protection at this day. Under this 
obfervation we are naturally drawn to‘furvey a 


little 
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little the fweets of life, the almoft divine plea- 
fure of freedom, the tender and dear relations 
of nature, the tents of Shem in which we dwell, 
the fruitful fields that furround us, and ‘quiet 
dwellings in which we ‘now reft, the honef® 
earnings of our hands’ with’ the fweat ‘of our 
brows, or the patrimony of our dear anceftors.' 
And then’ turn our thoughts on the gloomy 
profpect of a bloody carnage ‘of our dear coun- 
trymen and friends, in the high places of the 
field, our wives and children torn from our 
bofoms, our lives in jeopardy every ‘nioment, 
our liberty turned to flavery, ourreligious affem-~ 
blies the glory of our land no more, our houfes 
and fields turned to ftrangers ! And all this 
lofs and mifery come upon us for our negiece 
to improve in the ufe of arms and art/of war? 
With thefe thoughts, who would forbear: to 
imitate Abram in training his fervants,”or ‘en 
couraging the art of war, as neceflary. for a 
chriftian people; and peculiarly fo for this now 
flourifhing country, that it’s growing wealth, 
in a defencelefs ftate, tempt not it’s enemies to 
Jay it wafte ? 


3. Hénce it is beyond difpute, that an at- 
tempt to increafe the knowledge of arms among 
us, at this time, is highly commendable in itfelf, 
and may be of vaft and noble confequence, if 
attended with prudence and care, fo that no 
occafion may be given, juftly to complain, that 
Vice is encouraged and increafed thereby. 
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_ 4. The bufinefs of this day being of this 
nature, and a free-will offering, is to be juftly 
and highly commended, if foberly and wifely 
conducted ; efpécially, feeing we are in danger, 
otherwife, to lofe the ufe of arms, it being 
about eight years fince the military company 
in this place has been regularly called upon to 
attend fuch exercifes, by the proper officers; 
which, no doubt, is the cafe through. this whole 
regiment. If this fhould continue and fpread 
in other regiments all over the province, and 
no private care be taken, it would foon render . 
our ftate defencelefs, in a great meafure: But 
to prevent this, may the laudable temper of 
martial exercife diffufe itfelf through all ranks 
in the province ; and we become a regularly — 
difciplined, or trained foldiery, that none may 
be tempted to enflave or fpoil us, for a prey 
to themfelves. 


5. The harmony and readincfs of fubmiffion 
to thofe who aét the part of officers on this 
occafion, will put an honor on your perfons, - 
recommend your bufinefs, and be one part of 
the beauty, as well as profit, in this attempt, to 
increafe your acquaintance with the neceflary 
art of war, and without fuch harmony your 
defign will be fruftrated in a great meafure, and 
yourfelves” difgraced. ) 


6. The conduét in clofing the day, on fuch 
occafions, will be confidered, as your honor 
oF 
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or difhonor ; your honor, in feafonably and 
foberly returning to your refpeétive families, as 
men who would prove'that you had no fordid 
and bafe purpofes to ferve, by your. meeting 
together ; thus your defign will appear honeft, 
fincere and praife-worthy: But if, inftead of 

“this, you fpend the evening following fuch 
exercifes at taverns, in drinking and the like 
debafing and immoral practices, it will difhonor 
your bufinefs, and give occafion to fpeak evil 
of you and your exercifes, as a fource of cor- 
ruption, and unworthy to be encouraged by 
fober men. 


Finally, my young brethren, I wifh you may 
be good foldiers in the ufe of arms, for your 
king and country ; but above all, that you may 
be reminded, by this day’s exercife, of being 
good foldiers under King Jefus ; fighting againft 
all {piritual enemies, with fpiritual arms, for an 
eternal crown. . ye 
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